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Abstract

Das Seminar beabsichtigt, den Hinduismus anhand einer spezifischen spirituellen und
philosophischen Tradition zu vertiefen, dem sogen. Shivaismus von Kashmir. Dazu ist eine
Erfihrung in den hinduistischen Tantrismus notwendig, aus dem diese Schule entstanden ist. Es
geht dann um ein Kennenlernen der spirituellen Wege und der Methoden der spirituellen
Erfahrung, wie sie besonders in dem alten Tantra enthalten sind, das aufgrund seiner
alltagsnahen Spiritualitdt bekannt geworden ist: Vijnana Bhairava (in deutscher Ubersetzung der
Dozentin vorhanden). Das Studium dieser Texte wird mit Meditationspraxis verbunden.

Ergdnzt wird die Textarbeit durch musikalische Rezitation der Hymnen der Tradition. Alternative
Moglichkeit: Dokumentarfilm oder Film Uber einen Aspekt des lebendigen Hinduismus.
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Kaufempfehlung: wird fiir die Textarbeit gebraucht.

Baumer, Bettina (Hg.), Vijnana Bhairava - Das gottliche BewuBtsein. 112 Weisen der Mystischen
Erfahrung im Sivaismus von Kashmir. Ubersetzt und kommentiert (Verlag der Weltreligionen 6),
2008.
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Theologische Studien 21 - interkulturell 1), 3. Aufl. Innsbruck/Wien 2003, 161-180.
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Curriculum vitae

Born: April 12, 1940 in Salzburg

Academic qualifications

1959 Matura” (High School Leaving Certificate)

1959-1967 University studies in Philosophy, Religion, Indology (Sanskrit), Theology and
Music at the Universities of Salzburg, Wien, Zurich, Rome and Munich
(Germany)

1967 Dr. phil. (Ph.D.) in Philosophy from the University of Munich, thesis on
"Creation as Play: The Concept of Lila in Hinduism, its Philosophical and
Theological Significance."

1967-1971 Post-doctoral research in Indian philosophy and Sanskrit at Banaras Hindu
University (Varanasi)

1997 “Habilitation" (Qualification for Professorship) at the Institute for the Study of
Religions, University of Vienna

2002 Awarded Dr.h.c. (honoris causa) from the University of Salzburg (Austria) (first
woman in the 380 years history of the University from the Faculty of Theology)

Scholarships held

1961 Exchange Scholarship from University of Zurich

1964-1967 Scholarship from the Bavarian State Government, Munich

1967-1971 Reciprocal Scholarship from the Government of India 1994 Senior Research

Fellowship, Center for Study of World Religions, Harvard University (USA)

Assignments

1972-1974 Lecturer in German, Banaras Hindu University

1975-1979 Assistant and Lecturer in Sanskrit, Institute of Indology, University of Vienna

(Austria)
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1979-2000 Research Director, Alice Boner Foundation for Research on Fundamental
Principles in Indian Art, Varanasi

1982-1990 Member of the "Equipe de recherche" (research group) on Hinduism under the
direction of Andre Padoux, at the CNRS (National Council for Scientific
Research), Paris

1985-1987 Visiting Lecturer in German, Central Institute of Higher Tibetan Studies,
Sarnath, Varanasi 1994 Senior Research Fellow, Center for the Study of World
Religions, Harvard University

1986 Visiting Professor at the University of Frankfurt (Germany), Summer Semester

1986-1995 Honorary Coordinator, Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, Varanasi
Regional Centre

1995, 1997, 1999, 2001, 2002, 2003 Visiting Professor in Religious Studies, University of

Vienna (Summer Semester)

1997-1999 Visiting Professor and Head of the Department of Religious Studies, University
of Bern (Switzerland)

Summer Semester 2000 and 2004 Visiting Professor, University of Salzburg October-November

2003 Visiting Professor, Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla

2000-2002 Coordinator, Orissa Research Project (DFG- Germany)

1988-2007 President of the "Abhishiktananda Society", reg. in Delhi

2004-2007 Fellow, Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla (under HRD Ministry, Govt.
of India) 2008- Advisor, Monastic Interreligious Dialogue (MID/DIM)

2007-2008 Fellow, The Medlycott Foundation, St. Thomas College, Trissur, Kerala

Present position
Visiting Professor, Universities of Vienna and Salzburg (summer semester 2009) Director,
Samvidalaya: Abhinavagupta Research Library, Varanasi

Publications
http://www.sbg.ac.at/syt/CV/baeumer-CV.pdf
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